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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

JENNIFER BLACK, SOPRANO, WINS

CONNECTICUT OPERA GUILD’S

50TH ANNUAL YOUNG ARTIST SCHOLARSHIP COMPETITION
Hartford, CT – On Saturday, May 15th, the Connecticut Opera Guild invited over 30 talented young singers to compete for over $18,000 in scholarships.  The winners were awarded scholarships, sponsored by various Connecticut Opera supporters, ranging from $500 to $5,000.  Judges for the competition included Connecticut Opera’s General and Artistic Director, Willie Anthony Waters, who was amazed at the talent of the competing singers. “I am always astonished by the caliber of these young artists.  Each year the pool of singers gets better and better.”  Chosen from over 100 applicants, the young singers performed an aria of their choice and sang to an audience of Hartford community members.  

Winners were:

Jennifer Black (soprano) of Houston, TX
Del Drummey/Connecticut Opera Award - $5,000
Cheryse McLeod (mezzo-soprano) of Greensboro, NC
The Judith Bardi Rosenthal Award - $2,500
Jason Budd (bass-baritone) of Winter Park, FL
The Francis J. and Rita Giaquinto Award - $1,500
Laurentiu Rotaru (bass-baritone) of Hartford, CT
The Andrew & Anne Pinto Award - $1,500
Derrick Ballard (bass-baritone) of New York, NY
The Sylvia E. & Martin A. Rothman Award - $1,000
Yulia Ezova Frenkel (soprano) of Englewood, NJ
The Sue M. Wiesen Award - $1,000
-MORE-
Heather Hill (soprano) of New York
The Micki Savin Award - $1,000
Colin Johnson (baritone) of Enfield, CT
The William D. and Eva Gurley Award - $1,000
Amy Van Looy (soprano) of Roswell, GA
The Highwood Award - $1,000
John Wade Thomas (baritone) of Calhoun, GA
The Carmela D’Esopo Award - $1,000
Tami Petty (soprano) of New York, NY
The Samuel and Norma Elli Miller and Charlotte Miller Sutner Award - $500
Joslin Rompf (soprano) of Philadelphia, PA
The June Miller Rosenblatt Award - $500
Shannon Roberts (soprano) of Milford, CT
The Ilene D. Kaplan Award - $500
Past winners of the competition include New York City Opera bass-baritone Kyle Kettlson, tenor Charles Reid, currently on the roster of the Metropolitan Opera, who sang in Connecticut Opera’s 2003-2004 season opener The Barber of Seville last October, and Eglise Gutierrez, soprano, who sang the role of Lucia in Connecticut Opera’s March 2004 production of Lucia di Lammermoor.

For more information about the Connecticut Opera Guild contact Guild president Ruthanne Sullivan at (860) 673-4279.
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ABOUT CONNECTICUT OPERA

Founded in 1942, Connecticut Opera is the sixth oldest professional opera company in the United States. Its mission is to preserve and advance the operatic art form, to make opera accessible to a diverse population, to educate, enlighten and entertain through the medium of opera and to assist young artists, directors, designers and technicians in the pursuit of careers in the operatic field. Additional information on Connecticut Opera, tickets and performances can be found on the Web at www.ctopera.org.








